The World of Judaism in Jesus’ Time
Many competing Jewish groups began to emerge in the complicated world of Judaism around the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry. There were some who saw Temple in Jerusalem as the center of Judaism. There priests continued to serve and offer sacrifice to God. The party associated with the Temple was known as the Sadducees. The books of Moses (the first five books of our Old Testament, also known as Torah, or Law) were their Bible. They did not believe the other books (such as the Prophets, Psalms, or Proverbs) were as important as Torah. Sadducees rejected new beliefs such as the resurrection of the dead because those beliefs were not found in the Torah. The Sadducees were the most blatant collaborationists.
The Pharisees opposed the Sadducees. They believed three important things that made them different from the Sadducees. 

· They believed the Scriptures included the Prophets and the Writings (like Psalms or Proverbs) as well as the Law of Moses (Torah).

· They believed in interpreting the law – teaching the law in a way that it could be applied to situations that did not exist when it was written. The rabbi (teacher) interpreted the law for the community.

· They believed that the purpose of the law was to allow one to achieve moral purity in everyday life. One needed to be pure in all one did in the world, not just to enter the Temple for worship.

The Pharisees believed passionately in the messiah and were the popular party of the middle class. They were often persecuted for their beliefs.

Another group withdrew from the world because they thought it had become immoral. This group was called the Essenes. They lived in isolated communities and focused on communal life. They believed that their communal body was the same as the temple of the Lord. The Dead Sea Scrolls were probably part of the library of an Essene community.
The Zealots were a group that wanted to overthrow the rule of “impure foreigners” – the Romans. They advocated armed revolt. They saw themselves as the “moral police” and adopted terrorist acts to achieve their goals.

The ruling group of Jews during Jesus’ time was the Sanhedrin. Like the Sadducees, these Jews were collaborationists who tried to work within the system of Roman oppression. They cooperated with the Romans in scouting out any sign of revolt. Caiaphas was their high priest.
