Outline of Genesis
Chapters 1-11 – Creation, Sin and Judgment
	1:1-2.4a
	The creation story – very carefully worked out and showing the highly developed thought of the Priestly writer. 

	2:4b-3:24
	The second creation story – includes the story of the “fall” of Adam and Eve. It is mainly the work of the J writer, but E is so completely mixed in with it that it is impossible to separate them. We assign it to the Yahwist tradition.

	
	These first three chapters should be seen as a single unit dealing with the creation and fall of humankind. Even though they are from two different sources, the final editor (called a ‘redactor”) has rounded out the material into a unit with a single purpose.

	4
	The story of Cain and Abel – this story shows one of the most basic results of sin – the taking of human life. It is from the J writer.

	5
	This chapter is a genealogy from P, taking us from the first man, Adam, to Noah.

	6-9
	These chapters cover the story of the Flood. This is a very confusing story with many parallel passages.

	10
	This chapter is another P genealogy.

	11
	This is the story of the Tower of Babel. It is from the J document.


These first eleven chapters are a unit in themselves. They describe the state of human affairs: we are created in the image of God but, because of sin, although life goes on, it gets nowhere. The effects of sin are seen reaching out in ever wider circles until humankind is completely confused and scattered over th earth.

With chapter twelve, the beginning of the story of Abraham, a new theme is introduced; redemption. Meaning and purpose are introduced into the story by the act of God beginning the work of bringing humankind forward to the goal for which God created it.

	12-25:18
	The story of Abraham and the covenant that God made with him.

	25:19-36:40
	The story of Jacob. The biblical author seems to consider it the story of Isaac, because as long as the father is living, it is considered his family’s story. We shall see that Isaac has very little to do in the story and that the main character is Jacob.

	37-50
	The story of Joseph (the family of Jacob). With this story, the people of zIsrael are brought into Egypt, where the book of exodus will take up the story to describe their slavery and their escape under Moses.
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