The Old Testament: A Blend of Traditions
	J
	Yahweh (the Lord) – A Judean source, coming from the time of the early monarchy, which prefers to use the divine name Yahweh (sometimes spelled Jahweh)
	c. 950 B.C.

	E
	Elohim (God) – An Ephraimitic or North Israelite source which favors the use of the divine name Elohim.
	c. 850 B.C.

	D
	Deuteronomic – A source, best represented by the book of Deuteronomy, which reflects the style and theology of the period of Josiah’s reform (621 B.C.)
	c. 650 B.C. and later

	P
	Priestly – A source, marked by the style and cultic interests of the priestly circle, which comes from the period after the fall of the nation in 587 B.C. – that is, the time of the Babylonian Exile.
	c. 550 B.C. and later


The Priestly Periodization of History
	‘Elohim
	CREATION

a. The blessing: Man to have dominion over the works of God’s creation

b.. The prohibition: Man is not to be carnivorous.
	Sabbath Rest

	‘Elohim
	COVENANT WITH NOAH
(Sign: The Rainbow, Genesis Ch. 9)

a. The promise: God will not let the earth revert to chaos

b. Eating of animal flesh is permitted; wanton bloodshed and murder are prohibited.
	Sacrifice

	‘El Shaddai
	COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

Sign: Circumcision, Genesis Ch. 17

a. The promise: God will be with Israel and give Canaan as an inheritance.

b. The penalty of uncircumcision
	Circumcision

	Yahweh
	THE MOSAIC REVELATION

Sign: Sabbath, Exodus Ch. 31

The sacrificial cult: Yahweh tabernacles in the midst of Israel
	The Tabernacle


