
Michael Vick May Have New Team

The Wired Word for August 9, 2009

[Edited]

In the News

Michael Vick, former Atlanta Falcons quarterback who was released from federal custody in late July after serving nearly two years for his involvement in a dogfighting operation, has been picked up by the Philadelphia Eagles.

[image: image1.jpg]



Vick's 2007 conviction on the dogfighting charges led to his suspension without pay from the NFL. In late July, after his release, the NFL reinstated Vick on a conditional basis, with the promise that he will be considered for full reinstatement by Week 6 of the NFL season, "based on the progress he makes in his transition plan," the NFL statement said. Week 6 will come in October.

The dogfighting operation Vick had bankrolled and housed on property he owned in Virginia not only involved cruel treatment of dogs, but also included gambling, an activity that is forbidden by the NFL for any of its players. The dogfighting was especially vicious, and Vick reportedly enjoyed placing family pets in the ring with fighting pit bulls and seeing them ripped apart.

Since his arrest, Vick has taken a number of steps toward personal rehabilitation, including admitting his complicity in the crimes, paying for the care and rehabilitation of some of the dogs, and agreeing to work with the Humane Society in a campaign against dogfighting. When he was conditionally reinstated by the NFL, Vick said that "the past two years have given me time to re-evaluate my life, mature as an individual and fully understand the mistakes I made in the past and what type of life I must lead moving forward."
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Additionally, Vick has agreed to be mentored by former Bucs coach Tony Dungy as part of his conditional reinstatement. Dungy, who retired as coach of the Indianapolis Colts in January, has long been involved in prison ministries. He has met with Vick several times and has said, "I know the public will be skeptical, but I think, over time, people will find there's a different side to him than what they've seen so far."

In reinstating Vick, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell wrote to Vick, "Your margin of error is extremely limited. I urge you to take full advantage of the resources available to support you and to dedicate yourself to rebuilding your life and your career. If you do this, the NFL will support you."
Press Clips

Dave Davies in the Philadelphia Daily News
Vick didn’t just bankroll a vicious, illegal enterprise in which dogs tore each other apart for sport. A co-defendant testified that for several years, he assisted in killing poor performers by hanging or drowning them. some dogs were electrocuted with jumper cables. He lied about it repeatedly, and pleaded not guilty when charged. Sure, Vick has earned a second chance, and he’s gotten it, but that doesn’t mean he deserves to return to the big-bucks world of professional football.

Editorial: The Philadelphia Inquirer

His recent conduct demonstrates so far that he has learned his lesson. He has surrounded himself with respected mentors and has teamed up with the Humane Society to speak out against animal cruelty. He is entitled to earn a living practicing his craft. Arguing otherwise is wrongheaded, mean-spirited, and contrary to the basis of the U.S. justice system, which holds that once convicts pay their debt to society, they deserve a second chance.

St. Petersburg Times [Monday, August 24, 2009]

PHILADELPHIA – Michael Vick showed no signs of rust during the Eagles’ practice Sunday, throwing tight spirals with plenty of velocity.


“How does Michael look in the offense? He looks pretty good,” offensive coordinator Marty Mornhinweg said.
The Big Questions
1.      "Rehabilitation" often refers to treatments intended to help someone recover from injury, illness or disease to as normal a condition as possible. What does it mean when applied to moral failures?

2.      How does rehabilitation differ from merely giving someone a second chance?

3.      Should rehabilitation be society's goal for every offender, no matter how heinous that person's crime? Why or why not? What is the Bible's answer to that question?

4.      Given the church's teaching that God will forgive the sins of anyone who accepts Christ, should Christians favor rehabilitation for all penitents?

5.      How do we distinguish if a person's acts of contrition are evidence of true moral rehabilitation or are merely "jumping through the hoops" to achieve reinstatement?

6.       What effect do you think Vick’s return will have on professional football?

7.      Some commentators have said that Vick's return, along with reinstatement of other athletes who have broken laws, sends the message of a double standard, that if you can produce on the ball field, you are not held to the same standards as others. Do you agree?

8.      If you were Tony Dungy, what advice would you give Michael Vick?
Confronting the News with Scripture
Leviticus 13:46

"He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp." (For context, read 13:40-46; 14:1-20.) 

Question: What kinds of actions are necessary to demonstrate that one is morally rehabilitated? 

Isaiah 55:7

"... let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." (For context, read 55:6-9.)

Questions: Does "paying one's debt to society" in the form of serving one's prison sentence or going through whatever penalty is prescribed serve the same function as pardon? Why or why not?

Amos 5:23-24

"Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream." (For context, read 5:21-24.) 

Question: Is "rehabilitated" a label we can apply to ourselves, or does it have validity only if applied to us by others? Explain your answer. 

Matthew 5:23-24

"So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift." (For context, read 5:21-26.) 

Question: When have you had to apply this verse to your own circumstances?

Closing Prayer

O God, thank you for pardon and restoration and for your divine love that allows us to begin again when we have gone astray. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

