Difficult Decisions: Making Right Decisions
Personal Story
Last year I went with a group of young people and two adult leaders to Jamaica to lead a Bible school at our sister parish. Because I had gone there the year before, I was asked to be the youth leader of the group. The adults, who had never even visited the island, made it clear that I would be a co-leader with them. I was excited about the trip.

We had a wonderful time the year before. Our goal that year was to help parishioners paint and repair a mission church in the mountains. Although we worked hard the first day, we spent most of our time visiting tourist areas and swimming at local beaches.

One of the best parts about that trip was spending time with the young people from our sister church. They accompanied us on many of our excursions, and helped us appreciate local foods and customs. One night, without telling our sponsors or the parish priest who was our host, we went into a nearby resort town to a club for young people. We had a wonderful time, and I felt like our new friends had brought us to a safe, fun place.

My second trip to Jamaica was very different. We worked each day at the Bible school or attended church services. We only took one afternoon and one day off to visit the sights. We were there in August, and the heat was oppressive. We loved working with the children, but when they left each afternoon, we were tired. Every evening we had to get together and plan our role in the next day’s activities.

We still managed to find time to see our friends from the year before. From the first time we say them, we began making plans to visit the club again. The situation was different for me, however. Now I was one of the leaders. Sometimes I want to be in charge and be treated like an adult. This was not one of those times.

After much discussion, I convinced the others that we had to tell our two adult sponsors about our plans. Another young person and I were elected to approach our sponsors. Our Jamaica friends had told us the trip would be off if the rector found out about it, and we asked thee sponsors not to tell him. They were open to the idea, and said they trusted my judgment that it was an appropriate place to go, but they had reservations about not telling our host.

The next day, our sponsors told us that we would go to the nightclub. They also told us that the rector had given his blessing to the trip. He said that he trusted his young people, and was aware that they had taken our group there last year.

We were surprised that he knew about the trip, and our Jamaican friends were amazed that the rector had known about last year’s escapade and still trusted them. I’m glad we decided to tell our sponsors; taking away the guilt helped me enjoy our night a lot more than I would have otherwise. I also learned that making right decisions doesn’t mean you can’t have fun.

What is Right?
· Read Proverbs 21:2-3. What do these two verses mean to you?

· Why does it mean to be defensive?

· Why do people get defensive when their decisions or opinions are questioned?

· What does verse 2 in Proverbs say about this?

· What does this tell us about the nature of human choices?

· What is more acceptable to God in verse 3?

· What does it mean for God to weigh our hearts?

Moral – Ethical – Legal
· What does each of these terms mean?

· Think of issues or situations in which all three concepts could be taken into account.

· Are some things moral but unethical?

· Are some things ethical but illegal?

· Are some things moral but illegal?

· Which concept is more important: morals, ethics, or the law?

· What does the passage from Proverbs say about these ideas?

Mary’s sister is very ill. The health maintenance organization the family uses does not cover the expensive medication that Mary’s sister needs. The family has tried every means possible to get money to pay for the medicine. Mary’s friend’s father works for the HMO. Mary and her friend consider entering the HUMO offices when they are closed and changing the computer files to say that the drug has been approved.

· Should Mary do that?

· What if her sister could die within a week without the medicine?

· What if it were her friend and not her sister who was sick?

· What if it were a student at school that Mary only knew casually?

· If your heart is in the right place, does anything go?

What is Best?
· Read Philippians 1:9-11
· What would it be like to have love in abundance that is never questioned or doubted?

· Is there such a thing as too much love?

· Can people do things out of love that are not good for the other person?

· Paul is asking for love in abundance, but this love is guided by knowledge and tested. What does this mean to you?

· In the personal story, what is the difference between being a leader and being a member of the group?

· What changed when the narrator became the group’s leader?

· Where in the story is love used to help the person make right decisions?

· Have you experienced a similar situation in your life?

· Does the way decisions are made change if the person has to think about others as well as him or herself?

· Can others help you make good decisions?

· How do you determine if someone is a good or bad influence?

Understanding God’s Laws
· Read Psalm 119:33-36

· In what ways does the writer of the Psalm refer to God?

· How is God the divine teacher?

· What are the laws we are asked to follow?

· What does the writer mean by “delighting in the law?”

· Why is it so difficult to obey laws or rules?

· How do laws give you freedom?
