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In the News

They had not won a football game since December 23, 2007. They were carrying with them 19 straight losses, including all 16 games the 2008 season, making them the first NFL team ever to have a 0-16 season. Their slump matched the second longest in NFL history. They were the target of endless jokes. Yet when the Detroit Lions faced the Washington Redskins on Ford Field last Sunday, they beat the better-ranked team 19-14. 

A headline in The Washington Post the next morning screamed "Washington Bails Out Detroit" and the article dubbed the loss "dreadful," especially since Washington's game against Detroit was "supposed to be a sure win." The Redskins coach Jim Zorn insists that his team did not take the challengers "lightly," but they became the franchise that gave the lowly Lions back their roar. 
The expectations were not high among Detroit fans. Even though the game was blacked out on TV for a 75-mile radius, the crowd at Ford Field was the smallest at a Lions home game in 20 years. But by the end of the game, those who were there were screaming -- screaming -- with excitement and joy.

After the win, Lions owner William Clay Ford said, "We not only got the monkey off our back, we got King Kong off our back." He added that he hopes the victory will get his team "over that hump" and give them "a winning attitude."

Back in Washington, players acknowledged that if they can lose to the Lions, they can lose to anyone.

Lions offensive tackle Jeff Backus, who was on the team for the entire losing streak, said that the win over Washington was "a very positive, relieving experience."

For the Lions, perseverance finally paid off.

The Big Questions
1.      Is perseverance a necessary part of Christian faith and practice? Why or why not?

2.      How are perseverance and hope related?

3.      How are perseverance and self-discipline related? How are perseverance and "comfort zone" related?

4.      What measures help to keep discouragement at bay when success seems to continually elude your efforts?

5.      At what point does perseverance become denial? How do we determine when an effort or goal should be abandoned?

Confronting the News with Scripture
Luke 11:8

"I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs." (For context, read 11:5-13.)

This is Jesus' "moral of the story" statement about his parable of the persistent friend who roused his neighbor at midnight to borrow bread to feed a guest who had arrived unexpectedly. The neighbor wasn't happy about it, but because the friend wouldn't go away, he finally got out of bed and loaned him what he wanted.

In the gospel of Luke, this parable is preceded by Jesus' teaching of the Lord's Prayer (2:1-4) and followed by his instructions to "ask," "seek" and "knock" in speaking to the heavenly Father, so clearly the parable is about persistence in prayer. Thus, prayer is another realm where perseverance matters.

Question: How has persisting in prayer changed you?

Questions for Further Discussion

1.      Lions player Jeff Backus said winning was "a very positive, relieving experience." What do you think it felt like to be on the Lions squad in the midst of the losing streak? Under what circumstances have you had those feelings?

2.      What stories in your family illustrate perseverance?

3.      When has perseverance not paid off for you? To what do you attribute the failure?

4.      Hebrews 6:11-12 advises Christian to show "diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope to the very end, so that you may not become sluggish ..." What do you think that means?

