Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Matthew 22:37-40

Eighth Grade Divinity

Father Connelly

Our major focus in this year will be the application of Judeo-Christian ethics and morals to the decisions we make in our lives. We will use case studies, movies, and current news stories to examine situations and relationships in terms of the consequences of one’s decisions and actions. The issues we will address will be varied, and some of them will be based upon your input. Your thoughtful consideration of the ethical and moral aspects of local, national, and international current events will be required.

Expectations
The Great Commandment, which Jesus formulated from the Hebrew Scriptures, constitutes one of our core beliefs as Christians. If you think about this commandment before you speak or act, your words and actions will be probably be acceptable in this class.

· Problems occur from time to time simply as a part of life. If you cause a problem, it will be your responsibility to solve it. If you cannot solve the problem, or if you choose not to, then I will do something. 

· If you are particularly happy or unhappy with something I do, please let me know. We will find a time to discuss your feelings, probably outside of class. I will do the same for you.

· The journal is an important part of the Middle Division divinity curriculum, so it is important that you be honest, thoughtful, and thorough in completing your journal assignment. You must use a blue or black pen for journal entries. I will read your journal entries, but you will not be required to share them with the rest of the class if you do not want to do so.

· The most important part of the divinity curriculum is class participation. Please think about the topic we are discussing and offer your comments. Think about your classmates’ comments and respond to them respectfully.

· When you have homework it will be due at the next class meeting, so if you are always in class, you will always have a week to complete the assignment. I know you are familiar with the school’s policies regarding homework. They apply to this class also.

In addition to teaching Divinity, I am also the Chaplain to the School. That means that if you have a problem (whether it is related to this class or not), or if you are confused or angry about something, I will be happy to talk with you. All you have to do is let me know. If you can’t find me, tell Coach Henson, Dr. Lambert, or someone in the office that you need to see me.

