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The Situation

Emily considered herself a pretty assertive young woman. She was sixteen but felt her confidence in both her values and her place in the world was stronger than most of her peers. That made Saturday night even more surprising and harder to deal with. She had gone to a party her parents agreed she could attend. In arranging a ride, her mother had called the parents of an acquaintance of Emily’s she knew from school. Christine lived nearby and Emily’s parents thought they could carpool. It was decided that Emily’s mother would drive the two of them to the party and Christine’s father would drive them home.

The problem arose at the end of the night when Christine's dad arrived to pick them up. When Emily opened the passenger door of the car, the smell of alcohol washed over her. She got in and thanked Christine’s Dad for coming to get them. He seemed normal to Emily, but she wasn't sure what a drunk driver looked like.

Emily was close to her parents and respected how often they told her never to get in the car with someone who was drinking. They also told her if she ever felt uncomfortable to call home and they would pick her up, no questions asked. But, what if the driver was a friend of her parents and an adult? She hadn’t ever considered that as a possibility and now she was halfway home and smack in the middle of the problem.

Christine was acting like everything was fine. Emily felt very uncomfortable. All of her confidence had disappeared. She felt like a robot just going through the motions. What could she do? She felt like all the rules had changed and she had no options.



Discussion Questions 

· What makes this dilemma so difficult? 

· Do ethical rules change when an adult is involved, even if your life is at stake?

· Put yourself in Emily’s shoes. What would you do? Why?

· What might have made Emily’s situation easier to deal with?

· What do you think your parents would do if you asked to get out of the car and called your parents for a ride? Do you know anyone who would make that choice? Why or why not?

· Describe a time you or someone you know questioned an adult you felt was making a choice that might impact you negatively.

· Describe a time an adult in your life disappointed you? What happened? How did it change how you viewed him or her (if at all)?

