Character Dilemmas - Honesty
1. You are living in Belgium during World War II, and you are secretly hiding a Jewish family in the attic. The police show up at your door and ask if you are harboring Jews. Do you lie or tell the truth? Are there times when you might make a greater mistake by telling the truth than by lying?

2. A salesperson in a clothing store works on commission. (This means she earns a small salary plus a percentage of anything she sells.) A customer tries on a suit that is much to tight for her. When the customer asks, “How do I look?” is it the salesperson’s responsibility to tell the truth? Why or why not?

3. You are a doctor, and one of your patients has severe heart disease. You discover that he also has incurable cancer. Should you tell him about the cancer, knowing that the stress of hearing the news might cause a heart attack? Or should you say nothing and do your best to treat him?

4. The President of the United States has learned about a new communications device that will allow the U.S. government to discover where other countries store their weapons. The same device can also be used to snoop on people in the United States. Is the President obligated to tell the people about the new device? Why or why not?

5. One night, while your parents are away, your brother drives your mother’s car without permission. He doesn’t hurt it, and he even puts gas in the tank on his way home. The one thing he doesn’t do is put the keys back exactly where he found them. Later, your mom asks both of you if anyone moved the keys. Your brother says, “Not me.” He avoids looking at you. What might you say and why? Should you cover for him, stay silent, or tell?

6. Your older brother is taking drugs. Your parents don’t know about it. Sometimes he gets out of control and does crazy things. He acts like he doesn’t care about his school work now, and his grades are slipping. He is stealing the drugs from your Dad, but your Dad hasn’t figured that out yet. What would you do?
